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length were not without effect. The most terrible
storms at Court soon blow over. The King (Louis
XIV.) was satisfied with the success of his plans. He
had been revenged in every way, and had humbled the
pride of the Princesse des Ursins. It was not neces-
sary to excite the anger of the Queen and King of
Spain by too great harshness against their fallen friend.
Madame de Maintenon took advantage of this change
in the temper of the King, and by dint of persuasion
and scheming succeeded in obtaining from him the per-
mission for Madame des Ursins to remain in France.
Toulouse was fixed upon for her residence. It was a
place that just suited her, and from which communica-
tion with Spain was easy. Here accordingly she took
up her residence, determined to watch well the course
of events, and to avail herself of every opportunity that
could bring about her complete reconciliation with the
King (Louis XIV.), and obtain for her in consequence
the permission to return to Madrid.

In the mean time, the King and Queen of Spain, dis-
tressed beyond measure at the loss of their favourite,
thought only of the best means of obtaining her recall.
They plotted with such ministers as were favourable
to her; they openly quarrelled with and thwarted those
who were her opponents, so that the most Important
matters perished in their hands. Nay more, upon the
King of Spain's return, the Queen persuaded him to
oppose in all things the wishes of the King (Louis
XIV.), his grandfather, and to neglect his counsels
with studied care. Our King complained of this with
bitterness. The aim of it was to tire him out, and to
make him understand that it was only Madame des